286.   STATEMENT ON KOHAT^
DELHI,
November 16, 1924
Mr. Gandhi has issued the following statement regarding the visit to
Rawalpindi and the settlement of the Kohat question:
I have seen references in .the Press asking me to go to
Rawalpindi to meet the refugees from Kohat. I have also had
messages to the same effect from them directly* I am extremely
sorry that I am unable at the present moment to respond to
the call My health is not such as yet to bear the strain of
continuous journies, and I dare not postpone my visit to Bombay
to attend the forthcoming conference in connection with
Bengal repression. I hope, however, immediately on my return
from Bombay, to proceed to Rawalpindi. Meanwhile, I wish to
give my assurance to the refugees that they have never been out
of my mind. As soon after the fast as I was able to move
about a little, I made all preparations to go to Kohat and applied
for permission to proceed there. Had I been permitted, it would
have been my first duty to go there in the company of some Hindu
and Mus,salman friends* I felt that I could then have rendered
useful service, and in company with the friends, contributed my
humble share towards reconciliation between the Hindus and
Mussalmans of Kohat. But, my visit to Kohat having been pro-
hibited, I did not feel that a visit to Rawalpindi would serve any
useful purpose. I knew that many friends were assisting the re-
fugees and that Pandit Malaviyaji was giving special attention to
them, and even though, in obedience to the call from the refugees,
as already stated, I shall go to Rawalpindi, I realize that, beyond
giving comfort to the refugees, I might be of little service. This
much, however, I shall venture to urge upon the attention of the
refugees, that the Kohat question is an all-India question. Both
the Hindus and Mussalmans of India are interested in a proper,
honourable and correct solution. Any settlement, therefore, that
they may agree to, should be viewed from a national as distin-
guished from a parochial standpoint, and they would be well advised
before accepting any settlement to secure the approval of Hindu
1 Young India> 20-11-1924, published this under "Notes" with the sub-
title "Kohat Refugees**,